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AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
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AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
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AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 2033 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPSPLOLESA 

SUBJ: PLO ATTITUDE TOWARDS CEASE-FIRE 

REF: (A) JIDDA 2645, (B) BEIRUT 1717 

1 . WE HAVE NOTED SAUDI DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER AL-MANSOURI'S 
ASSERTION THAT PLO HAD ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD OBSERVE 
CEASE-FIRE AND HIS IMPLICATION THAT HE THEREFORE SAW NO 
NEED NOW FOR FURTHER ACTION BY SAG (REFTEL A). 

2. AS REPORTED REFTEL B, PLO PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON CEASE- 
FIRE HAVE BEEN EQUIVOCAL. SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AFTER 
MEETING WITH UNIFIL COMMANDER ERSKINE IN BEIRUT ON 
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MARCH 28, ARAFAT REFRAINED FROM EXPLICITLY ENDORSING A 
CEASE-FIRE AND SAID ONLY THAT THE PLO WOULD HELP THE 
U.N. CARRY OUT ITS MISSION OF FACILITATING ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL. THE SAME DAY FATAH OFFICIAL SALAH KHALAF 
WAS QUOTED IN AL LIWA AS SAYING: "WE ARE NOT ISSUING 
ORDERS TO CEASE FIRE." AP CITED THE PLO REPRESENTATIVE 
AT THE U.N. AS SAYING THAT THE PALESTINIANS WOULD CON- 
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TINUE TO "RESPOND TO ISRAELI PROVOCATIONS'" AND THAT 
THE ISRAELI ARMED PRESENCE IN THE AREA WAS "A MAJOR 
PROVOCATION." WAFA LIKE ARAFAT SAID THE PLO WOULD 
FACILITATE THE MISSION OF UNIFIL TO HELP GUARANTEE 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL, BUT MADE NO REFERENCE TO ACCEPTANCE 
OF A CEASE-FIRE. 

3. ACCORDING TO VARIOUS SOURCES, ARAFAT IN SUBSEQUENT 
MEETINGS WITH LEBANESE OFFICIALS HERE HAS SAID THE 
PLO WOULD HELP THE U.N. CARRY OUT ITS MISSION OF 
ASSURING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL, BUT HAS NOT ENDORSED 
EXPLICITLY A CEASE-FIRE. IN ADDITION, PALESTINIANS 

OF ALL PERSUASIONS HAVE MAINTAINED PRIVATELY THAT THEY WOULD 
RATHER FIGHT THAN GIVE UP POSITIONS TO UNIFIL IN THE 
ABSENCE OF TOTAL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN THE PLO EQUIVOCATION ON THIS ISSUE, 

ANY INFLUENCE THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT CAN EXERCISE 
ON THE PALESTINIANS TO OBSERVE THE CEASE-FIRE AND 425 
AND 426, IN PARTICULAR ON ROLES OF UNIFIL AND LEBANESE 
ARMY, WOULD BE MOST USEFUL. NOT SURPRISINGLY, IT 
APPEARS THAT PLO IS CHOOSING TO ENDORSE ONLY THOSE 
ASPECTS OF UN RESOLUTION (ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL) WHICH 
SERVE ITS INTERESTS, WHILE IGNORING THE REST. PALESTINIANS 
NEED TO BE TOLD THEY CANNOT HAVE THE FORMER WITHOUT THE 
LATTER. 
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